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XIV. Abfiraét of a Letter from Mr. Wm,
Arderon 0 My. Baker, F.R.S. ¢f a Shuttle-
Spire taken ous of the Bladder of a Boy.

Norawich, OF. 12. 1744

Read Dec. 6. "N\ N the 16th of September 1at, Mr.
1744 “ Fokn Harmer, -a Surgeon in this
City, cut one Perer Riggs, a Boy about feventeen
Years of Age, for the Stone; at which time there
was extratted from him (to the utmoft Surprize of
the Speftators) an iron Shurtle Spire, four Inches
long. He had, it is {aid, fome time before, a Stop-
page of Urine 5 and, by endeavouring with this Piece
of Wire to relieve himfelf, and thrufting it too far
along the urinary Paffage, he let it drop into the
Bladder, where it occafioned the fame Symptomsas a
Stone would have done. He underwent the Operation
with great Fortitude ; and faid nothing of this Accident
until it wasallover. Heis now perfectly recovered.

XV. An Aecount of a remarkable Cure, per-
Jormed on the Bye of a young Woman in
‘Scotland, £y Tho. Hope, M. D. cornumuni-
cated from Dr. Mead.

Read Dec.13. 5 A NE Willfon, a Girl now eighteen
1174"" " Years of Age, about (cven Years ago
began to have her left Eye turned towards the Tem-
ple, occafioned by fome Tumour betwixt the Globe
and the Orbit.  This Tumour, for fome Years, did
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Rot appear outwardly ; but, increafing by degrees, at
laft a hard Swelling appeared externally, reaching
from the great Angle almoft to the little Angle under
the lower Eyelid, and half an Inch down on the
Cheek : It had forced the Globe of the Eye almoft
out of the Socket, fo that the Pupi/ of that Eye was,
by Meafure, above three Quarters of an Inch further
from the Noft, than the Pups/ of the other Eye; and
the Eye was more jetting out in proportion ; {o that
it feem’d to be out upon the Temple, and quite
immoveable; which, with the Tumour, made a
frightful Sight. The Patient had frequent Pains
in her Head ; but what was moft furprifing, the
Sight of that Eye was not loft, tho” a good deal
impaired.

I thew’d this Patient to Mr. Alexander Monro,
Profeflor of Anatomy at Edinburgh, whofe Abilitics
are univerfally known ; who, after examining it very
narrowly, gave it as his Opinion, that this Tumour
had begun at the Bottom of the Orbit; and that
the Extirpation would be exceedingly difficult; and,
as it feemed to be an incyfted Tumour, if any of
that Cy/fis remain’d at the Roots, it would- be apt to
fprout up again: But, withal, concluded, that there
was Room for a Trial; and it would be a Pity not to
do fomething in order to fave the Patient’sEyc, and,
probably, her Life, which would bein Danger, if the
Tumour continued to increafe. I likewife fhewed
her to feveral other eminent Gentlemen of the Fa-
culty, who were all pretty much of the fame Opi-
nion.

Notwithftanding of this, confidering the great
Rifque that the Paticnt run, if fomething was not

‘ ‘ fpeedily
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fpeedily done, I refolved to undertake. it ; having had
a Cafe -of the like Nature, but in a lefler Degree,
under my Care about twelve Years ago in London,
the Extirpation of which I performed without any
bad Confequence; and, upon confulting my old
Matfter §z. 2Zves his Book, 1 found almoft a parallel
Cafk to this Girl’s, which, he fays, he extirpated with
Succefs ; and, as he was an honelt Man, I knew I
could truft to him.

On the 1oth of Fume laft, in Prefence of Dr.
Lowis, Dr. Dundafs, Dr. Mac-Farlane, Dr. Toung,
Mr. Cunning ham, Surgeon, I performed the Operation
in the following Manner :

I turned the Patient backwards on a Chair upon
an Afliftant’s Lap, her Head fupported by Pillows ;
then, keeping the Skin tenfe with my Fingers, I
made an Incifion about an Inch long with a fmall
Razor, beginning at the greater Angle, and follow-
ing the Dire&tion of the Fibres of the orbicular
Muafcle towards the leflfer Angle. I then pafied a
crooked Necedle armed with Silk thro’ the Middle
of the Tumour as decp as I could go; and, raifing
the Tumour with the Silk, with a fine Biftoury I
feparated all the lateral Adhefions from round the
Tumour; and, with the Point of my Sciffars, I cut
the deeper Adhefions, which I could not fo well
reach with the Biftoury, and brought away all that
the Thread had hold of. This fcemed to be a tough
membranous Subftance, independent of the real Tu-
mour; for, after this was quite taken out, there
appeared a regular Tumour, of a fpherical Figure,
imooth and even, about the Bignefs of a fmall Pige-
on’s Egg: I pafled the Needle thro’ the Middle of it,

6 as
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as I had done before, and plunged a Lancet into it
as deep as I could, in order to let out any fluid Mat-
ter that might be contained therein, but found no-
thing but a carnous Subftance; then, lifting up the
Tumour by the Thread, I diffetted it, with great Care
and Caution, from the adjacent Parts, as far as I
could; in doing this, I found feveral ffrong callous
Attachments on the Side next to the Globe, which
felt almoft as hard as a Cartilage, and obliged me
to change two or three Inftruments. I then, with the
Point of my Sciffars, cut the inward Adhefions at the
Roots, and brought the Tumour away intire : Upon
putting in my Finger to the Bottom of the Oubir, I
could feel feveral hard callous Subftances ftil remain-
ing; and keeping my Finger upon them, I flid a
crooked Needle armed with Silk round the Point
of my Finger, with which I hooked thofe callous
Roots; then, making an Afliftant raife the Thread,
and dire&ting the Sciffars upon the Point of my Fin-
ger, where I felt the faid Roots, with two or three
Snips I cut them quite away ; fo that I left the Bot-
tom even, and intirely free, as far as I could judge.
All this while I had no great Effufion from any Ar-
tery, but a good deal of black grumous Blood from
the varicofe Veflels, 1 drefled it up the firft time with,
dry Lint, which I did not take off till the third Day ;.
when I found a foft Swelling in the Eye-lids and Coz-
Junétiva, with a flight Inflammation,. and a Pain
in the Forchead. I drefled the Wound with a foft
Doficl dipt in common digeftive and warm Brandy,
and ordered an emollient Fomentation to be applied
every two Hours: The Pain in the Forehead, and
the Swelling continued for three or four Days, with-

ong
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out any Appearance of Matter. I then touched the Bot-
‘tom of the Wound with the lunar Cauftic, and fome
Hours after, there followed a prerty large Difcharge of
blackith Blood, and immediately her Head was
relieved, and thc Swelling fubfided : A bloody Sanies
continued to iffue out the two following Days, for
‘which 1 inje&ted warm Water, with a httlc Brandy
‘and Honey ‘of Rofes, after which it came to a pretty
‘good Digeftion : ‘As fome fpongy foft Subftances be-
‘gan to appear, I touched them with the lunar Cauftic,
and the Wound filled up apace. The Eye ftill con-
tinued . immoveable, the Muftuli Abductores had
been {o long contra&cd, and the Abductores {o over-
firetched and lengthen’d, that they had loft their Ufes
I could however obferve, that, by prefling with my
‘Hand upon the Globe of the Eye with a little Force,
I could bring it a good deal more into the Socket,
but, upon taking away my Hand, it would imme-
diately return to its former Place. This made me
‘think, that a conftant and gradual Preflure, by fome
proper Bandage, might be of Service to force the
'Globe into its Place, and keep it there till the Muf-
cles had recover’d their Tone : Accordingly, I gota
ftecl Bandage, with a concave brafs Plate correfpond-
ing to the Convexity of the Eyes; which, by the
means of a Screw, bore upon the Side of the Globe
next the Templie: I applicd this Bandage, by firft
gently forcing the Globe more into its Place with
my Hand; then, putting a thick foft Comprefs be-
twixt the Globe and thebrafs Plate, I {fcrewed it down
upon the Globe in fuch a manncr, that it was im-
poflible for it to ftart back again as it ufed to do, Ileft
an Affitant with the Paucnt all Night, with Inftruc-
tions, If the Bandage caufed great Pam, to cafe the

Screw ;
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Screw 3 and fo, *by gradually forcing it more and
more, and keeping this Bandage conftantly applicd
Day and Night, in about twenty Days the Eye was
brought intirely into its Place, fo as to remain there
of itfelf, had all its regular Motions every Way, and
the Patient faw with that Eye as well as with the
other.

This Patient, after the Cure, was fhewn to the
Phyficians that had been prefent at the Operation,
and to others the moft eminent of the Faculty. In
the Morning, when I ufed to take off the Bandage,
I could obferve that Side of the Globe which the
Plate bore upon confiderably flatten’d, and yet not
attended with any Pain, or bad Confequence. In
about a Month the Wound was quite healed up.
A fpongy Carnofity had grown all along the Infide of
the lower Eyelid, which, being long over-firetched by
the Tumour, was fo relaxed, that, after the Opera-
tion, it turned infide-our, and occafioned that Dif-
order which is called E¢Zropion: The upper Eyelid
having been very much extended for fo many Years
by the Globe, npon the Eye returning to its Place,
was {o relaxed, that its Cartilage, on the contrary,
turned inwards; whereby the Ci/iz or Hairs upon
its Borders rubb’d againft the Globe of the Eye, and
occafion’'d the Difeafe commonly call'd Trichiafis.
For the Cure of the Ectropion, 1 paffed a crooked
Necdle thro’ the Middle of the Carnofity, and raifing
it by the Thread, I cut it off with the Sciffars; I
afterwards touched the Infide of the Eye-lid with the
lunar Cautftic, in order to deftroy what remained of
the Carnofity 5 and, giving the Efchar Time to throw
off, Lrepcated the fame twice or thrice, by which the

Cc¢ Eyelid,
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Eyeiid, in about a Fortnight, recovered its health-
tui and proper Situation. I did not think proper to
torment the poor Patient with the Operation of the
Trichiafis 5 which, tho’ very ealy to the Operator,
is not fo to the Patient 5 and I found, by the Appli-
cation of proper Topicks, the Eyelid recovered
Strength daily ; and I judged by the Continuance of
the fame Method it would foon be well.

It will not be caly to account how Sight thould
remain after the Optic Nertve was fo firetched 5
which it muft be in a very confiderable manaer in
this Cafe; and how it came to contra&t or recover
itfelf fo foon, after being fo great a while extended.
It is true, that while the Optic Nerve was in its
State of Extenfion, the Sight was impaired; but,
after feven Years Extenfion, how it came to recover
itfelf in a Month’s time, 'without any Alteration in
the Sight, but for’ the better, I leave to the Specu-
lation of thc Curious, It is likewife pretty extraordi-
nary how the Maufcles, after having been fo many
Years in Difufe, fhould recover their natural A&ion in
fo fhort a time. See Tav. Il Fig. 8.

XV. An Explication of a Roman Infcription
found not long fince on a Stone at Silchefter
in Hamfhire: By John Ward, Rbez. Prof.
Greth, and F. R. §.

Read Dec.13. HE Draught, which accompanics

744 - this Paper, contains an exact Copy

of a_Roman Infcription, lately communicated to me

by Dr. fobn Collet, Phyfician at Newbury. The
Account,
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